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* Man, a Hair-brain’d Coxcomb, fay he is 4 



























* French Man. Thisis going too far, and is likg i 
* the Governout of Sa//y’s Saying of De Kayter, HH jio1 
* the Datch Admiral, He’s an honeft Man, tis & fic 
* great Pity he is a Chriftian. tio 

Having already run my Paper out to its ufual #% de 
Length, I have not room for many Reflections I wi 


on that which is the Subjeét of it. The laft c- 
ted Author has been before hand with me inits 
proper Moral. I fhall only add to it, that there 
has been an unaccountable Difpofition among 
the Exgl:/h of lateY ears,to fetch the Fafhion from 
the French, not only in their Drefs and Behavi- 
our, but even in their Judgments and Opinions 
of Mankind. It will however be reatonable 
for us, if we concur with them in their Con- 
tempt of other neighbouring Nations, that 
we fhould likewife regard our felves under the 
fame View in which they are wont to place 
us. The Reprefentations they make of us, are 
as of a Nation the leaft favoured by them, anc, 
as thefe are agreeable to the natural Averfion 
f they have for us, are more diladvantageous 
than the Pictures they have drawn of any other 
People in Exrope. 
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Omnes bomines, P. C. gui de rebus dubus aii 
tant, ab odio, amicitia, tra, atque mifericoraia 
vacuos effe decet. Cefar ap Sallutft. 


I Have purpofely avoided, during the whole 
Courfe of this Paper, to {peak any thing coo 
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cerning the Treatment which is due to fuch Per- 
fous as have been concerned in the late Rebel- 
lion, becaufe I would not feem to irritate Ju- 
fice againft thofe who are under the Profecu- 
tion of the Law, nor incenfe any of my Rea- 
ders againft unhappy though guilty Men. But 
when we find the Proceedings of our Govern- 
ment in this Particular traduced and mifrepre- 
fented, it is the Duty of every good Subject to 
fet them in their proper Light. 

Jam the more prompted to this Undertaking 
bya Pamphlet entituled, 42 Argument to prove 
the Affections of the People of England to be the 
beft Security of the Government ; humbly offer'd to 
the Confideration of the Patrons of Severity, and ap- 
ply’d to the prejent Suncture of Affairs. Wad the 
whole Scope of the Author been anfwerable to 
his Title, he would have only undertaken to 
prove what every Man in his Wits is already 
convinced of. But the Drift of the Pamphlet is 
to ftir up our Compaffion towards the Rebels, 
and our Indignation againft the Government. 
TheAuthor, who knew that fuch a Defign as 
this, could not be carried on without a great deal 
of Artifice and Sophiftry, has puzzled and per- 
plex’d his Caufe, by throwing his Thoughts to- 
gether in fuch a ftudy’d Confufion, that upon 
this Account, if upon any, his Pamphlet is, as 
the Party have reprefented it, Unan{werable. 

The famous Monficur Bayle compares the 
an{wering of an immethodical, Author to the 
Hunting, of a Duck: When you have him full 
in your Sight, and fancy your felf within reach 
of him, he gives you the Slip, and becomes in- 
Vifible. His Argument is loft in fuch a Varie- 
ty of Matter, that you muft catch it where you 
Can, as it rifes and difappears in the feveral 
Parts oD his Difcourfe. The 


- oe ean 


— oo FA mF el caahed = ad are 
tiene : oo a 


are 
Se 


see 


ae ae 


ee 


ae 


es a) = 2 . 
See ae ee 
a 
x ae 


i 
——— ee 
a - pone © > * 


= = > 
cae . a. 


a 
"3 Fs ee m= —= te: ee C - SS ae 
«oot Paeatian ad aetna Bg Se SS = 


7 eee ed 


se 


= -_. . : line a fe 
im en a m - ae i — 
, ne ee ~ a —. ee ee oe 
nM aR Ne tee oS 
_ Fa - mr.4 ee 


ARS 


a 


a: ee 


Se id 





Pe rte — 


ee atid 
ne cd 





168 The Free-Ho.per. 


The Writer of this Pamphlet could, douty. 
lefs, have ranged his Thoughts in much better 
Order, if he had pleafed: But he knew very 
well, that Error is not to be advanced by Per. 
fpicuity. In order therefore to anfwer this 
Pamphlet, I muft reduce the Subftance of it un- 
der proper Heads; and difembroil the Thoughts 
of the Author, fince he did not think fit to do 
it himfelf. 

In the firft Place I fhall obferve, that the 
Terms which the Author makes ufe of are 
loofe, general, and undefined, as will be fhewn 
in the Sequel of this Paper; and what lefs be: 
comes a fair Reafoner, he puts wrong and in- 
vidious Names on every thing to colour a falfe 
Way of Arguing. He allows that the Rebels 
indifputably merit to be feverely Chaftifed; that 
they deferve it according to Law and that #f they 
are punifhed they have none to thank but themfelves, 
(p.7.) How can a Man after fuch a Conceffion 
make ufe fometimes of the Word Cruelty, but 
generally of Revexge, when he pleads againit 
the Exercife of what, according to his own 
Notion, is at the moft but rigid Juftice! Or 
why are fuch Executions, which, according to 
his own Opinion, are legal, fo often to be cal- 
led Violences and Slaughter? Not to mention the 
Appellations given to thofe who do not agree 
with him in his Opinion for Clemency, 4s the 
Blood-thirfty, the Political Butchers, State Chiru 
geons, and the like. -— 

But I thall now {peak of that Point, which 1s 
the great and reigning Fallacy of the Pamphlet, 
and runs more or lefs through every Paragraph. 
His whole Argument turns upon this fingle Con- 
fideration; Whether the King fhould exert Mer- 
cy or Juftice towards thofe who have openly 
appeare 
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appeared in the prefent Rebellion? By Mercy 
he means a-general Pardon, by jultice a general 
Punifhment : So that he fuppofes no other Me- 
thod practicable inthis Juncture, than either the 
Forgiving All, or the Executing All. Thus he 
puts the Queftion, Whether st be the Intereft of 
the Prince to deftroy the Rebels by Fire, Sword, or 
Gibbet? (p. 4.) And, {peaking of the Zealots for 
the Government, he tells us, They think no Re 
medy fo good, as to make clear Work ;-and that they 
declare f, the utter Extirpation of All who are its 
Enemies in the moft minute Circumftance: As if 
Amputation were the fole Remedy thefe political 
Butchers cou’d find out for the Diftempers of a State; 
or that they thought the only Way to uaake the Top flou- 
rio, were to lop off the A sg hn (p. 5.) He 
then {peaks of the Coffee-houfe Pol:titians; and the 
Cafuifts in Red-Coats; Who, he tells us,,are forthe 
utmoft Rigour that their Laws of War or Laws of 
Convenience can in{pire them with. (p. 5.) Again, 
It ts reprefented, thy he, that the Rebels deferve 
the bigheft Punifbment the Laws can infix. (p.7.) 
And afterwards tells us, The Que/tion is, Whee 
ther the Goversment foall few Mercy, or take a 
Reverend Divine’s Advice, to flay Man. aud Wo- 
man, Infant and Suckling? (p. 8.) Thus again he 
tells us, The Friends to fevere Connfels alledge, 
that the Government ought uot to be moved by com- 
paffion; and that the Leu: foould have sts Courfe. 
(p.9.) And in another Place puts thefe Words 
in their Mouths, He, may fisll retain their Affe- 
ton, and yet let the Laws have their Courje in 
punifbing the Guilty. (p. 18.) He goes upon the 
fame Suppofition in the foltowing Paflages ; Jz 
‘s tmpracticable in fo general a Corruption, to de- 
SOA who are infected; and valet you deftroy 
All son do nothing tothe purpofe (p. 10.) Shallour 
ae Rightful 
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Rightful King flew himfelf lefs the trne Father of 
his People, and afford bis Pardon to None of thoje 
rhe om who (like King Lear to his Daughters) 
had fo ea a Confidence tm his Virtue as to give 
him All. (p. 25.) I fhall only add, that the con- 
cluding Paragraph, which is worked up with 
fo much artificial Horrour, goes upon a Sup- 
srt anfwerable to the whole Tenor of the 

amphlet; and implies, that the Impeach'd Lords 
were to be Executed without Exception or Dif- 
crimination. 

Thus we fee what is the Author’s Idea ofthat 
Juftice againft which all his Arguments are le- 
velld. If, in the next Place, we confider the 
Nature of that Clemency which he recom- 
mends, we find it to be no l!efs univerfal and 
unreftrain’d. 

He declares for a General AG of Indemay, 
(p. 20.) and tells us, J¢ is the Senfe of every dij- 
paffionate Man of the Kingdom, that the Rebels 
ways and ought to be Pardoned, (p.19.) One po- 
pular A&, Lays he, won’d even yet retrieve all, 
(p. 21.) He declares himfelf not over-fond of the 
Doétrines of making Examples of Traitors, (ibid.) 
And that the Way to prevent Things from being 
brought to an Extremity, is to deal mildly with thofe 
unfortunate Gentlemen engaged in the ebellion. 

The Reader may now fee in how fallacious 
a Manner this Writer has ftated the Contro- 
verfy: He fuppofes there are but two Methods 
of treating the Rebels: that is, by cutting of 


every one of them to a Man, or pardoning eve- 


ry one of them without Diftinétion. Now! 
there be a third Method between thefe two Ex- 
tremes, which is on all Accounts more eligible 
than either of them, it is ‘certain that the whole 
Courfe of his Argumentation comes to — 

ver 
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Every Man of the plaineft Underftanding will 
eafily conclude, that in the Cafe before us, ‘as 
in:moft others, we ought to avoid both Ex- 
tremes; that to deftroy every Rebel would be 
an exceflive Severity, and to forgive every one 
ofthem an unreafonable Weaknefs. ‘The pro- 
per Method of Proceeding, is that which the 
Author has purpofely omitted: Namely, totem- 
per Juftice with Mercy; and, according to the 
different Circumftances that aggravate or alle- 
viate the Guilt of the Offenders, to reftrain the 
Force of the Laws, or to let them take their 
proper Courfe. Punifhments are neceflary to 
fhew there is Jultice in a Government, and 
Pardons to fhew there is Mercy; and both to- 
gether convince the People, that our Contti- 
tution under a, good Adminiftration does not 
only make a Difference between the Guilty and 
the Innocent, but even among the Guilty be- 
tween fuch as are more or lefs criminal. 

This middle Method which has been always 
practifed by wife aid good Governors, has hi- 
therto been made ufe of by our Soveraign. If, 
indeed, a Stranger, and one who is alrogether 
unacquainted with His Majefty’s Condud, 
fhould read this Pamphlet, he would conclude 
that every Perfon engaged in the Rebellion was 
to die by the Sword, rhe Halter, or the Axe; nay, 
that their Friends and Abettors were involved 
inthe fame Fate. Would it be poffible for him 
to imagine, that of the feveral Thoufands open- 
aaaeen in Arms, and liable to Death by the 
4aws of their Countrey, not above Forty have 
yet fuffered? Haw would he be furpriz’d to 
hear, that, notwithftanding His Majetty’s Troops 
have been Victorious in every Engagement , 
more of His Friends have loft their nn 
this 
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this Rebellion, than of His traiterous Subje@s: 
though we add to thofe who hove dy’d by the 
Hand of Juftice thofe of them who fell in Bat- 
tel? And yet we find a more popular Compaf- 
fion endeavoured to be raifed for the Deaths of 
the Guilty, who have brought fuch Calamities 
on their Countrey, than for the Innocent who 
perithed in the Defence of it. 

This middle Method of Proceeding, which 
has been purfued by His Majefty, and is wil- 
fully overlooked by the Author, beft anfwers 
the Ends of Government; which is to maintain 
the Safety of the Publick by Rewards and Pu- 
nifhments. It is alfo incumbent on a Gover- 
nor, according to the received Diétates of Re- 
ligion: Which inftruéts us, Thar he beareth not 
the Sword in vain; but ought to be a Terror to E- 
wil-doers, and a Praife to them that do Well. tis 
likewife in a particular manner the Duty of a 
Britifo King, who obliges himfelf by his Coro- 
nation-Qath to execute ‘Fujftice ix Mercy, that 
is, to mix them in his Adminiftration, and not 
to exercife either of them to the total Exclufion 
of the other. 

But if we confider the Arguments which this 
Author gives for Clemency, from the good Et- 
fets it would produce, we fhall find, that they 
hold true only when apply’d to fuch a Mercy 
as ferves ratherto mitigate than exclude Juttice. 
The Excellence of that unlimited Clemency 
which the Author contends for, is recommen¢- 
ed by the following Arguments. 

Firft, That it endears a Prince to his People. 
This hedefcants on in feveral Parts of his Book. 
Clemency will endear his Perfon to the Nation; 
and then they will neither have the Power nor W’iil 
to difturb him. (p. 8.) Was there evet a crael 
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Prince, that was not hated by his Subjects? (p. 24.) 
A mercifull good-natur’d Difpofitien is of all others 
the moft amiable Quality, and in Princes always 
attended with a popular Love, (p. 18.) 

It is certain, that fuch a popular Love will 
abways rife towards a Good Prince, who exer- 
cifes fuch a Mercy as I have before defcribed, 
which is confiftent with the Safety of the Con- 
ftitution, and the Good of his Kingdom. But 
if it be thrown away at random, it lofes its 
Virtue, leffens the Efteem and Authority of a 
Prince, and cannot long recommend him, even 
tothe weakeft of his Subsets, who will find 
all the Effe&ts of Cruelty in fuch an ill-ground- 
ed Compaffion. It was a famous Saying of 
William Rufus, and is quoted to his Honour by 
Hiftorians. “ Whofoever {pares perjured Men, 
‘Robbers, Plunderers and Traitors, deprives all 
7 good Men of their Peace and Quietnefs, and 
lays a Foundation of innumerable Mifchiefs 
‘ to the Virtuous and Innocent. 

_ Another Argument for unlimited Clemency, 
is, that it fiews-a couragious Temper: Clemen- 
cy 45 ltkewife an Argument of Fearlejjnefs ; where- 
as Cruelty not only betrays a weak, abject, depra- 
ved Spirit, but allo 1s for the moft part a certain 
Sign of Cowardice. (p. 19.) —He hada truly great 
Soul, and {uch willalways difdain the Coward's Vir- 
tue, which is Fear ; and the Confequence of it, which 
s Revenge. (p.27.) This Panegyrick on Cle- 
mency, when it is governed by Reafon, is like- 
wile very right; but it may fo happen, that the 
putting of Laws in Execution againft Traitors 
totheir Countrey may be the Argument of Fear- 
leffnets, when our Governors are told that they 
dare not do it; and fuch Methods may be made 
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like Cowardice to grantthem. In this laft Cafe 
the Author fhould have remembred his own 
Words, that then only Mercy 18 meritorious when 
st ts voluntary, and not extorted by the Neceffity of 
Affairs, (p. 13.) Befides the Author thould have 
confidered, that another Argument which he 
makes ufe of for his Clemency, are the Refent- 
ments that may arife from the Execution ofa 
Rebel: An Argument adapted to a cowardly, 
not afearlefs Temper. This he infers from the 
Difpofition of the Friends, Well-wifhers, or Ajfi- 
ciates of the Sufferers, (p. 4.) Refentment will ix- 
flame fome ; in others Compaffion will, by degrees. 
rife into Refentment. This will emell beget a 
Difpofitios to overturn what they diflike, and then 
there will wantonly afair Opportunity, (p.12.) This 
Argument like moft of the others, pleads equal- 
ly for Malefaétors of all kinds, whom the Go- 
vernment can never bring to Juftice, without 
difobliging their Friends, Well-witers, or Af- 
fociates. But, I believe, if the Author would 
Converfe with any Friend, Well-wiher, or 
A ffociate of thefe Sufferers, he would findthem 
rather deterr’d from their Practices by their Suf- 
ferings, than difpofed to rifein anew Rebellion 
torevengethem. A Government muft bein ave- 
sy weak and melancholy Condition, that 1s not 
armed with a fufficient Power for its own De- 
fence againft the Refentment of its Enemies, 
and is-afraid of being overturn’d if it does Ju- 
~ ftice on thofe who attempt it. But I am afraid 

the main Reafon, why thefe Friends, Well- 
withers and Affociates are againit Punifhing any 
of the Rebels, is that which muft-be an Argu- 
ment with every wife Governor for doing Ju- 
{tice upon fome of them; namely, that it is 4 
likely Means to come at the Bottom of this 
a Confpi- 
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Confpiracy, and to detect thofe who have been 
the private Abettors of it, and who are ftill at 
work in the fame Defign; if we give Credit to 
the Sugge(tions of our Malecontents themfelves, 
who labour to make us believe that there is {till 
Life in this wicked Project. : 

] am wonderfully furprized to fee another 
Argument made ufe of tor a general Pardon, 
which might have been urged more properly for 
a general Execution. The Words are thefe ; 
The Generality will never be brought to believe, Lut 
that thofe who fuffer only for Treafon have very hard 
Meafure, nor can you uth all your Severit unde- 
ceive them of their Error. It the Generality of 
the Exglifo have fuch a favourable Opinion of 
Treafon, nothing can cure them of an Error fo 
fatal to their Countrey as the Punifhment of 
thofe who are guilty of it. It is evident, that 
a General Impunity would confirm them in fuch 
an Opinion: For the Vulgar will never be 
brought to believe, that there is a Crime where 
they fee no Penalty. As it is certain no Error 
can be more deftrudtive to the very Being of 
Government than this, a proper Remedy ought 
to be applied to it; And I would ask this Au- 
thor, Whether uponthis Occafion, Zhe Dodrine 
of making Examples of Traitors be not very fea- 
fonable; though he declares himfelf mot over- 
fond of it. The way to awaken Men’s Minds 
to the Senfe of this Guilt, is to let them fee by 
the Sufferings of fome who have incurr’d it how 
hainous a Crime it is in the Eye of the Law. 

The foregoing Anfwer may be apply’d like- 


wife to another Argument of the fame Nature. 


Uf the Fa&ion be as numerous as is pretended; if 

the Spirit has {pread itfelf over the whole Kingdom; 

if it bas mixed with the a of the Peoples; ther 
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certainly 
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certainly all bloody Meafures will but whet Men the 
more for Revenge. If Juftice infli€ted on a few 
of the moft flagrant Criminals, with Mercy ex- 
tended to the Multitude, may be called blooay 
Measures, they are without doubt abfolutely ne- 
ceffary, in cafe the Spirit of Faétion be thus 
fpread among the Mafs of the People; who 
will readily conclude, that if open Rebellion 
goes unpunifhed, every Degree of Faction which 
leads to it muft be altogether innocent. 

Iam come now to another Argument for 
Pardoningallthe Rebels, whichis, that it would 
infpire themal! with Gratitude, and reducethem 
to their Allegiance. I¢ ts truly Heroick to over- 
come the Hearts of one’s Enemies; and when it 1s 
compaffed, the Undertaking is truly Politick. (p.8.) 
He has now a fair Opportunity of Conquering more 
Enemies by one A of Clemency, than the mof 
fuccefsful General will be able to da in many Cam- 
paigns. (p.9.) Are there not infinite Nambers who 
would become moft Dutiful upon any fair Invitation, 
upon the leaft Appearance of Grace? (p. 13-) W hich 
of the Rebels could be ungrateful ensugh tor efift or 
abufe Goodne/s exemplified in Practice, as well as 
extoll’d in Theory > (p..20.) Has not His Majetty 
then fhewn the leaft Appearance of Grace 1n 
that generous Forgivenefs which he has already 
extended to’ fuch great Numbers of his Rebel- 
lious Subje€&ts, who muft have died by the Laws 
of their Countrey, -had not his Mercy interpos’d 
in their Behalf? But if the Author means (as 
he doth, thro’ this whole Pamphlet by the like 
Expreffions) an univerfal Forgivenefs, no unpre- 
yudiced Man canbe of hisQpinion, that it wou 
have had this good Effe&.. We may fee how 
little the ‘Converfion of Rebels is to be depend- 
ed on, when we obferve that feveral of the 
Leaders 



























Fhe FrREE-HOLDER. 177 


fjeaders in this Rebellion were Men who had 
been’ pardoned for Pratices of the famae Nature: 
And that moft of thofe who have fuffered, have 
avowed their Perfeverance in their Rebellious 
Principles, when they {poke their Minds at the 
Placesof Execution, notwithftanding their Pro- 
feffions to the contrary while they folicited 
Forgivenefs. Befides, were-Pardon extended 
teh indifferently to All, which of them would think 
himfelfunder any particular Obligation ? Where- 


for as by ‘that prudent Difcrimination which His 

id Majefty has made between the Offenders of dif- 
- ferent Degrees, He naturally obliges thofe 
” whom he has confidered with fo much Tender- 


‘i nefs, and diftinguifhed as the moft proper Ob- 

") jets of Mercy. In fhort, thofe who are 

E patdoned would not have known the Value of 
Grace, if none had felt the Effects. of Juttice. 

I muft not omit another Reafon which the 
Author makes ufe of againft Punifhments ; Be- 
cane, he fays, thofe very Means, or the Appre~ 
benfions of them, have brought Things to the pafs 
in which they are, and confequently will reduce 
them from bad'to worfe, (p. 10.) Audafterwards, 
This Growth of Diffaffection is in a great Meafare 
owing to the groundle/s Fealoufies Men entertain a 
of the prefent Adminiftration, as if they were to ex~ 
pect nothing but Cruelty under it. If our Author 
would have fpoken out, and have applied thefe- 
Effe&ts to the real Caufe, he could afcribe this: 
Change of AffeGiions among the People to no-: 
thing elfe but the Change of the Miniftry : For 
we find that a great many Perfons loit theif! 
Loyalty. with their Places; and that their Friends’ 
have ever fince made ufe of the moft bafe Me-+ 
thods to infufe thofe groundlefs Difcontents» 
into. the Minds of the Common People, which» 
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have brought fo many of them to the Brink 
Deftruétion, and proved fo detrimental to hee 
Fellow-Subjects. However, this Proceeding 
has fhewn how dangerous it would have been 
for His Majefty to have continued in their Pla- 
ces of Truft a Set of Men, fome of whomhave 
fince a€tually joined with the Pretender to His 
Crown: While others may be juftly fufpeéed 
never to have been faithfull to Him in their 
Hearts, or, at leaft, whofe Principles are pre- 
carious, and vifibly conduéted by their Intereft. 
In a Word, if the Removal of thefe Perfons 
from their Pofts has produced fuch popular Com- 
motions, the Continuance of them might have 
produced fomething much more fatal to their 
King and Countrey, and have brought about 
that Revolution, which has now been in vain 
attempted. The Condition of a Brith King 
would be very poor indeed, fhould a Party of 
his Subje€ts threaten Him with a Rebellion up- 
on his bringing Malefa&tors to Jultice, or up- 
on his refufing to employ thofe whom he dares 
not truft. 

I fhall only mention another Argument againtt 
the Punithment of any of the Rebels, whole Ex- 
ecutions he reprefents as very fhocking to the 
People, becaufe they are their Conntreymen, 
(p.1a.) And again, The Quality of the Sufferers, 
their Alliances, their Charaéters, their betng En- 
glithmen, with a thoufand other Circumftances, 
will contribute to breed more ill. Blood than all the 
State-Chirurgeons can poffibly let out, (p- 12-) The 
Impeached Lords likewife, inthe laft Paragraph 
ofthe Pamphlet, are recommended to our Pity, 
becaufe they are our Conntreymen. By this way 
of Reafoning, no Man that is a Gentleman, 

or born within the three Seas fhould be fubyed 
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to Capital Punifhment.. Befides, who can be 
guilty of Rebellion ‘that are not our Countrey- 
men? As for the endearing Name of Exgi/h- 
man, which he beftows upon every one of the 
Criminals, he fhould confider, that’a Man de- 
fervedly cuts himfelf off from the Affections 
as well as the Privileges of that Community, 
which he endeavours to fubvert. 

Thefe are the feveral Arguments which ap- 
pear in different Forms and Expreffions thro’ this 
whole Pamphlet, and under which every one 
that isurged in it may be reduced. Tvhere is in- 
deed another Set of them, derived from the Ex- 
ample and Authority of Great Perfons, which 
the Author produces in Favour of his own 
Scheme. Thefe are William the Conqueror , 
Henry 1Vth of France, our late King William, 
King Solomon, and the Pretender. If a Man 
were difpofed to draw Arguments for Severity 
out of Hiftory, how many Inftances might one 
find of it among the greateft Princes of every 
Nation? But as different Princes may a&t very 
laudably by different Methods in different Con- 
junctures, I carinot think this a conclufive Way 
of Reafoning. However, let us examine this 
Set of Arguments, and we fhall find them no 
lefs defedtive than thofe abovementioned. 

One of the greateft of our Englith Monarchs, fays 
our Author, was William the Conqueror; and 
he was the greater, becaufe be put to Death only 
one Perfon of Quality that we read of, and him af- 
ter repeated 'Treacheries ; yet he was a Foreigner, 
bad Power fufficient, and did not want Provoca+ 
tions to have been more bloody. (p. 27.) This Per 
don of Quality was the Earl Waltheof, who being 
overtaken with Wine, engaged in a Confpira> 
cy againft this Monarch, _ ne of it the 
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next Morning,repaired to the King who was then 
in Normandy, and difcovered the whole Matter. 
Notwithftanding which, he was beheaded upon 
the Defeat ofthe Confpiracy for having but thus 
far tamperedinit. And as forthe reft of the Con- 
{pirators, who rofe ini an atual Rebellion, the 
King ufedthem with the utmoftRigour, he cut off 
the Hands of fome, put out the Eyes of others, 
fome were hanged upon Gibbets, and thofe who 
fared the beft, were fent into Banithment. 
There are indeed, the moft dreadful Examples 
of Severity in this Reign: Tho’ it mutt be con- 
fefs’d, that, after the Manner of thofe Times, 
the Nobility generally efcaped with their Lives, 
tho’ Multitudes of them were punifhed with Ba- 
nifhment, perpetual Imprifonment, Forfeitures, 
and other great Severities : While the poor Peo- 
ple, who had been deluded by thefe their Ring- 
leaders, were executed with the utmoftRigour. A 
Partiality which I believe no Commoner of Exg- 
land will ever think to be either juft or reafonable. 
The next Inftance is Henry the 1V* of France, 
ewho ¢fays our Author) fo handfomely expreffed lus 
Teudernefs for his People, when, at Agning the Trea- 
ty of Vervins, be faid, That by one Dafh of bis Pen 
be hadovercome more Enemies, than he cou’dever be 
able to.dowith bis Sword. Would not an ordinary 
Reader think that this Treaty of Vervims was a 
Treaty between Henry the 1Vth and a Party of his 
Subjes >? For otherwife how can it havea Place 
in the prefent Argument? But inftead of that it 
was a Treaty between Frauce and Spain; {0 
that the Speech exprefled an equal Tender- 
nef§ to the Spaniards and French; as Multitudes 
of either Nation muft have fallen in that War, 
had it continued longer. As for this King’s 
Treatment of Confpirators, (tho’ he is —= 
a t 
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thriceint the Pamphlet as an Example of Cle- 
mency) you have an eminent Inftance of it in 
bis Behaviour to the: Marefchal de Bzrov, who 
had been his old faithful Servant, and had con- 
tributed 'more than any oncto his Advancement 
to'the Throne. This Marefchal, upon fome 
Difcontent, was: enter’d into a Confpiracy:a- 
paint his Mafter, andrefufing to open the whole 
Secret-to. the King, he was fent to the Ba/file, 
and.there beheaded, notwithftanding he fought 
for Mercy with great Importunities, and in the 
moft moving Manner. There are other Inftan- 
ces in this King’s Reign, who notwith{tanding 
was remarkabable for his Clemency, of Rebels 
and Confpirators who were hanged, beheaded, 
or broken alive on the Wheel. 
The late King Wilkam was not difturbed 
by any Rebellion from thofe who had once 
fabmitted to him.. But we know. he treated 
the'Perfons concerned in the Affaflination-Plot 
as fo horrid a Confpiracy deferved. As for 
the Saying’ which this Author imputes to that 
Monarch, it. being a Piece of fecret Hiftory, 
one. doth not know when it was {poken, or 
what it. alluded to, unlefs the Author had'been 
more particular in the Account of it. . 
The Author proceeds in the next Place to no 
lefs an Authority, than that of Solomon: Among 
all the general Obfervations of the wifeft Princes 
we know. of, I think there is none holds more uni~ 
verfally than. Mercy and Truth preferve a King, 
and bis Throne is eftablifhed.in Mercy. (p.18-) 
If we compare the different Sayings of this wife: 
King, which relate to\the Condua.of Princes, . 
we cannot queftion but that be means by this 
excy, that kind of it, which is confiftent Wih 


on and Government, and by which) we 
hope 
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hope to fee his Majefty’s Throne eftablithed. 
But our Author fhou’d confider that the fame 
wife Man has faid in another Place, that “ An 


“ evil Man feeketh Rebellion, therefore acry. . 


“ e] Meffenger fhall be fent againft him.” Ac. 
cordingly his Practice was agreeable to his Pro- 
verb: No Prince having ever given a greater 
_ Tettimony of his Abhorrence to Undertakings 

of this treafonable Nature. For he difpatched 
fuch a cruel Meffenger as is here mentioned to 
thofe who had been engaged in a Rebellion ma- 
ny Years before he himfelf was on the Throne, 
and even to his elder Brother, upon the bare 
Sufpicion that he was projeting fo wicked an 
Enterprize. 

How the Example of the Pretender came into 
this Argument, I am at a Lofs to find out. 
The Pretender declared a general Pardon to All: 
And fhall our rightful King foew himfelf lefs the true 
Father of bis People, and afford his Pardon to 
none, &c. (p. 25.) The Pretender’s general 
Pardon was to a People who were not in his 
Power; and had he ever reduced them under it, 
it was only promifed to fuch as immediately join- 
ed with him forthe Recovery of what he called his 
Right. It was fuch a general Pardon as would 
have been confiftent with the Execution of more 
than nine Parts in ten of the Kingdom. 

There is but one more Hiftorical Argument 
which is drawn from King Philip's Treatment 
of the Catalans. I think it would not be unfeafon- 
able for Jome Men torecolle#-what their own Notions 
were of the Treatment of the Catalans ; how many 
Declamations were made on the Barbarity ufed to- 
wards them by King Philip, €s°c. (p. 29.) If theAu- 
thor rethentbers thefe Declamations, as he calls 
them were not made fo much onthe age! 
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ufed towards them by King PA:/:p, as on the Bar- 
barity ufed towards them by the Hugii/b Govern- 
ment. King Php might have fome Colour for 
treating them as Rebels, but we ought to have re- 
arded them as Allies ; and were obliged by all the 
Fie of Honour, Confcience, and publick Faith, 
to have fhelter’d them from thofe Sufferings, 
which were brought upon them by a firm and 
inviolable Adherence to our Intereft. How- 
ever, none can draw into a Parallel the Cruel- 
ties which have been inflicted on that unhappy 
People, with thofe few Inftances of Severity 
which our Government has been obliged to ex- 
ert towards the Briti/o Rebels. I fay no Man: 
would make fuch a Parallel, unlefs his Mind 
be fo blinded with Paffion and Prejudice,. as to 
alert, in the Language of this Pamphlet,. ZAaz 
no Inflances can be produced of the leaft Lenity 
under the prefent Adminiftration from the firft Hour 
it commeuc’d to this Day, (p. 20.) with other a- 
ftonifhing Reflexions of the fame Nature, which 
are contradifted by fuch innumerable Matters 
of Fa&, that it would be an Affront toa Rea- 
der’s Underftanding to endeavour to confute 
them. But to return to the Catalans; During 
the whole Courfe of the War, fays the Author, 
which ever of them {ubmitted to Difcretion, were 
received to Mercy, (p.22.) This is fo far from 
being truly related, that in the beginning of the 
ar, they wereexecuted without Mercy. But 
when in Conjunétion with their Allies, they 
became, Superior to King Pdéilip’s Party in 
Strength, and ‘extended their Conquefts up to 
the very Gates of Madrid, it cannot be fuppofed 
the Spanifo Court would be fo infatuated as to 
perfift in their firft Severities, againft an Enemy 


thatcould make fuch terrible Reprizals. How- 
3 ever, 
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ever, when this Reafon of State ceafed, how 
dreadful was the Havock made among this brave 
but unhappy People! The whole Kingdom 
without any Diftinétion to the many Thoufands 
of its innocent Inhabitants, was ftript of its 
Immunities, and reduced to a State of Slavery, 
Barcelona was filled with Executions; and alt 
the Patriots of their antient Liberties either be- 
headed, ftowed in Dungeons, or condemned to 
work in the Mines of America. 

God be thanked we have a King who punithes 
with Reluétancy, and is averfe to fuch Cruel- 
ties as were us’d among the Catalans, as much 
as to thofe praétifed on the Perfons concern’d 
in Monmouth’s Rebellion. Our Author indeed, 
condemns thefe Weftern Affizes in King ‘Fames’s 
Reign, (p.26.) And it would be well if all 
thofe who ftill adhere to the Caufe of that unfor- 
tunate King, and are clamorous at the Proceed- 
ings of his prefent Majefty, would remember, 
that notwithftanding that Rebellion fell very 
much fhort of this both in the Number and 
Strength of the Rebels, and had no Tendency 
either to’ deftroy the National Religion, to in- 
troduce an Arbitrary Government, or to fub- 
je& us to a Foreign Power; not only the Chief 
of the Rebels was beheaded, but even a Lady, 
who had only harbour’d one of the Offenders 
mm her Houfe was in her extreme old Age put 
to the fame kind of Death: That about two 
hundred and thirty were hanged, drawn, and 
quartered, and their: Limbs difperfed through 
feveral Parts of the Countrey, and fet up #s 
Spectacles of Terror to their Fellow-Subjects. 
It would be too tedious a Work to run through 
the numberlefs Fines, Imprifonments, Corpo- 
ral Punifhments, and Tranfportations, which 
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were then likewife practifed as wholfome Se- 
verities. 

Wehave now feen how fallacioufly theAuthor 
has flated the Caufe he has undertaken, by fup- 
pofing that nothing but unlimited Mercy, or 
unlimited Punifhment, are the Methods that can 
be made ufe of in our prefent Treatment of the 
Rebels: That he has omitted the middle way of 
Proceeding between thefe two Extremes: That 
this: middle Way is the Method in which His 
Majefty, like all other wife and good Kings, 
has chofen to proceed: That it is agreeable to 
the Nature of Government, Religion, and our 
Britifo Conftitution : And that every Argument 
which the Author has produced from Reafon 
aid Example, would have been a true one, had 
it been urged for that reftrain’d Clemency 
which His Majefty has exercifed::But is a falfe 
one, when apply’dto fuch a general, undiftin- 
guilling Mercy as the Author would recom- 
mend. - . 

Having thus'anfwered-that which is the main 
Drift and Defign of this Pamphlet, I thall touch 
‘upon thofe other Parts of it, which are inter- 


‘woven with the Arguments, to put Men out of 


umour with the prefent Government. 

And here we may’ obferve,: that it is our Au- 
thor’s Method to fuppofe Mattets of F'a@ which 
are not in being, and afterwards to defcant 
uponthem. As he is very fenfible that the Caufe 
will not bear the Teft of Reafon, he has indeed 
every where chofen rather Topicks for Decla- 
nation than Argument. Thus he entertains us 
with a ‘laboured: Invedtive: againft a. {tanding 
Army... But what has this to do in the prefent 
Cafe? I: fuppofe he wou’d not advile his Ma- 
jefty to disband his Forces while there is an 

Army 
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Army of Rebels in his Dominions. | ¢p- 
not imagine he would think the AffeSions 
of the People of England a Security of the 
Government in fuch a Junéture, were it not 





















































ot 
at the fame time defended with a fufficient [Pro 
Body of Troops. No Prince has ever gi- i the 
ven a greater Inftance of his Inclinations torule HH dee 
without a Standing-Army, if we confider, that Tr 
upon the very firlt News of the Defeat of the for 
Rebels, he declared to both Houfes of Parlia- be 
ment, that he had put an immediate Stop tothe J fy 
Levies which he had begun to raife at their Ree fH 
queft, and that he would not make ufe of the @ th 
Power-which they had entrufted him with, un- J & 
lefs any new Preparations of the Enemy fhould § 4 
make it neceflary for our Defence. ThisSpeech 9 db 
was receiv’d with the greateft Gratitude by both # ( 








Houfes; and itis faid, thatin the Houfe of Com- 
mons a yery candid and honourable Gentleman 
(who generally votes with the Minority) de- 
clared, that he had not heard {fo gracious 4 
mpgron from the Throne for many Years laf 

aft. 
: In another Place, he fuppofes that the Go- 
vernment has not endeavoured to gain the Ap- 
plaufe of the Vulgar, by doing fomething for the 
Church; and very gravely, makes Excufes for 
this their pretended Negle&t. What greater In- 
{tances could His Majefty have given ofhis Love 
to the Church of Exglaud, than thofe he has ex- 
hibited by his moft folemn Declarations ; by his 
daily Example; and by his Promotions of the 
moft eminent among the Clergy to fuch Vacan- 
cies as have happened in his Reign. To which 
we muftadd, for the Honour of his Government 
in this Particular, That it has done more for the 
Advantage of the Clergy, than thofe, whoare * 
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moft zealous for their Intereft, could have ex- 
pededin fo fhort a Time; which will farther ap- 
ar, if we reflect upon the valuable and Royal 
Faaisive to one of our Univerfities, and the 
it fH Provilion made for thofe who are to officiate in 
Bi: HB the Fifty New Churches. His Majefty is, in- 
ule HH deed,:a Prince of too much Magnanimity and 
hat # Trath, to make ufe of the Name of the Church 
the Hi for drawing his People into any thing that may 
lia- Hi be prejudicial to them; for what our Author 
‘ne Bf fays, to this Purpofe, redounds as much to the 
e onour of the prefent Adminiftration, as to 
the MH the Difgrace of others. “Nay, I wifh with allmy 
Un- Bf Scal they had flooped a little ad captum vulgi, to 
uld Bh sake in thofe foallow fluttering Hearts, which are to 
ech be caught by any thing baited with the Name of 
oth HB Church, (p. 11;) 
M- § Again; The Author asks, Whether Terror is 
ie to become the only Natioual Principle? With other 
* #8 Queftions of the fame Nature: And in feveral 
A Parts of his Book, harangues very plentifully 
; againft fuch a Notion. Where he talks in Ge- 
nerals upon this Topick, there is no queftion 
, but every Whig and Zory in the Kingdom per- 
: feétly agree with him in what he fays. But if 
: he would infinuate, as he feems to do in feve- 
ral Places, that there fhould be no Impreffions 
of Awe upon the Mind of a Subjedt, and that 
 ] @Government fhouid not create Terror in thofe 
: who are difpofed to do ill, as well as encourage 
thofe that do their Duty: In fhort, if he is for 
, an entire Exclufion of that Principle of Fear 
F Which is fuppofed to have fome Influence in e- 
, very Law, he oppofes himfelf to the Form of 
every Government in the World, and to the 
Common Senfe of Mankind. 


The Artifice of this Author in ftarting Obje- 
ctions 
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€tions to the Friends of the Government, and 
the foolifh Anfwers which he fuppofes they te. 
turn to them is fo very vilible, that every one 
fees they are defigned rather to divert his Rey. 
der, than to inftru& him. 

[ have now examined this whole Pamphlet, 
which, indeed,-is written with a great deal of 
Art, and as much Argument as the Caufe 
viould bear: And after having ftated the true 

otion of Clemency, Mercy, Compaffion, 
Good-nature, Humanity, or whatever elfe it 
may be called, fo far as it is confiftent with 
Wifdom, and the Good of Mankind, or, in o- 
ther Words, fo far as it is a moral Virtue, | 
fhall readily concur with the Author in the 
higheft Panegyricks that he has beltowed upon 
it. As likewife, I heartily join with him in 
every thing he ‘has faid againft Jultice, if it in- 
cludes, as his Pamphlet fuppofes, the Extir- 
pation of every Criminal, and is not exerci- 
fed with a much greater Mixture of Clemency 
than Rigour. Mercy, in thetrue Senfe of the 
Word, is that Virtue by which a Prince ap- 
proaches neareft to Him, whom he reprefents; 
and whilft he is neither remifs nor extreme to a- 
nimadvert upon thofe who offend him, that 
Logick will hold true of him which 1s ap- 
ply’d tothe Great Judge of all the Earth; 
With thee there is Mercy, therefore foalt thou be 
Feared. 























